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Content:

- How has the physical permeability of the borders been changing
since the system transformation in CZ? What were the milestones of
this process?

- What are the main tools of CBC at national level in CZ(domestic
and EU policies, strategies, funding)?

- How has CBC been developing before and after the EU accession
of CZ? What types of cooperation are in place and with which
effectiveness and results (twinning, euroregions, sectoral cooperation,
EGTCs, etc.)? How do these forms facilitate paradiplomatic activities
across the borders?

- What is the balance of CBC in CZ? How has CBC contributed to
the standardisation of EU policies and adaptation of best practices of
the EU in CZ?
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5 roles of CBC

I, MLG form

2. Regional

dcwﬂlmtm ool tool ool

3. Paradiplomacy | 4. Reconcihiation
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3. Europe-building tool



permeability of the borders, changes of cross-
border flows and mobility - my viewpoint
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Source: authors’ elaboration based on OpenStreetMaps
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permeability of the borders, changes of
cross-border flows and mobility |l

« Enormous change, mainly in divided towns(on the way
from two separated places towards single living space

» Connected spaces mainly in immediatelly bordering

places (Schengen enlargement brought the most visible
change)

« Massive cross-border flows

« Emerging cross-border labour markets (50 000 Poles
commuting to Czechia in 2021)

* |nsufficient demand (and existence) of cross-border
public transport
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Garden of two banks
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Euroregion Creation year Partner state  Areain km? Population Municipalities

Nisa 1991 PL, SN 2493 425 683 129
Labe 1992 SN 1161 521 567 64
KruSnohofi 1992 SN 1375 282 261 65
Egrensis 1993 SN 2252 254 336 70
Sumava 1993 BY, AT 3150 146 235 85
Glacensis 1996 PL 2052 262 770 107
Pradéd 1997 PL 1797 115954 67
Tesinské Slezsko 1998 PL 781 318 190 43
Silesia 1998 PL 1252 467 180 53
Pomoravi 1999 AT, SK 1508 612 372 67
Beskydy 2000 SK, PL 979 174 275 63
Bilé Karpaty 2000 SK 1434 233 206 78

Silva Nortica 2002 AT 1633 255 487 36
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EGTCs

e EGTC TRITIA 2012

« EGTC Joint Region/Spolocny Region 2016

« EGTC NOVUM 2015

« Eisenbahnneubaustrecke Dresden-Prag EGTC 2016
e EGTC Velka Morava 2022
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Fmdmgs

PHARE CBC (and INTERREG) programme have decisively influenced CBC
in CZ (administration of microprojects especially important)

* Institutionally strong Euroregions, whose activities go beyond the mere
micro-projects administration, are authentic cross-border entities that
can face sudden re-bordering.

* |t was demonstrated during the Covid-19 pandemic when, for example,
Euroregion Tesinské Slezsko successfully advocated for measures to ease
the lives of cross-border commuters after the insensitive border closures
were ordered by the central governments (Opiota and Bohm 2022),
ensuring thus a considerable level of resilience of cross-border flows.

« Some Euroregions resigned from other ambitions than mere
administration of microprojects’ schemes at the expense of
implementing their initiatives, as was confirmed by conducted
interviews. It could have several causes: most commonly, the low
membership fees and generation change in the managing structures of
Euroregional secretariats were mentioned.

« Key role of INTERREG

TECHNICKA UNIVERZITA V LIBERCI

Fakulta pfirodovédné-humanitni
a pedagogicka u




Governance forms

« Euroregions founded by municipalities, which still
influence the shape of CBC there (various approach to
the organisation of public administration, self-
administrative regions were introduced mostly around
2000)

* Important role of INTERREG programme
* Creation of border-communities
 Different approach to the EGTC

« Generally support from national level
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Europeanisation

 PHARE CBC helped to constitute Euroregions and served
as a study programme how to work with the EU funds

 Partnership, planning or co-financing principles were first
tested by implementing CBC projects

e CBC is often the only form of paradiplomacy of (mainly)
smaller places — however, a strategic approach towards
town-twinning is adviced

* In many vertical areas still very superficial cooperation
(education)
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Thanks for your attention

Hynek Bohm,PhD.

Technical University of Liberec, University
of Opole
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