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Annex 

for item 1 of the General Assembly of the Central European Service for 

Cross-Border Initiatives on 19 May 2025 

Agenda 1.5: Report on the activities of the Cross-border Cooperation Research Group 

in 2024 

 

Dear General Assembly, 

 

The LUPS-CESCI Research Group on Cross-Border Cooperation was jointly initiated by the Ludovika 

University of Public Service and CESCI, and started its operation in 2022 on the basis of a 5-year 

operating license issued by the Rector of the Ludovika University of Public Service in Order No 

37/2021. In addition to the researchers of the Faculty of Political Science and International Studies, 

the Faculty of Law Enforcement and CESCI, three external members also participate in the Research 

Group. The Research Group is active in three areas: research, publication and education. Our 2024 

meeting was held on 22 February in the building of the Ludovika University of Public Service 

In order to strengthen the cooperation between the two founding institutions, Gyula Ocskay, 

Secretary General of CESCI, and Balázs Bartóky-Gönczi, Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Political 

Science and International Studies at the Ludovika University of Public Service, signed a cooperation 

agreement on 25 March 2024, which not only covers publication, conference organisation and 

networking activities, but it also anticipates the launch of a scientific journal, while also providing a 

long-term perspective for the Research Group (beyond the 5-year licence). 

1. Publications 

During 2024, the researchers published a total of eight publications on cross-border issues, including 

in renowned journals such as the European Planning Studies and in renowned publishers such as the 

Peter Lang. 

The concept of the journal was completed already in 2023 in order to launch the journal of the 

Research Group. James W. Scott, one of the world's most respected researchers of border studies, 

unsuccessfully distributed to several global publishers as a future editor-in-chief. During 2024, we 

held a number of consultations on how to launch it. Finally, we published the zeroth (pilot) issue of 

the ABCD Journal (Journal of Advanced Studies on Borders, Cooperation and Development) with the 

support of the European Commission. The issue was dedicated to the scientific analysis of the results 

of the b-solutions initiative, managed by the Association of European Border Regions (AEBR), in order 

remove legal and administrative barriers. With the participation and support of the AEBR, we 

prepared, edited and published the publication at several editorial meetings, in a total of 1000 copies, 

under the direction of the editor-in-chief James W. Scott. According to our plans in 2025, two issues 

will follow the first pilot issue, in cooperation with the University of Eastern Finland. To this end, we 
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have prepared a cooperation agreement with the Finnish educational institution, which is currently 

under negotiation. 

2. Organisation of conferences 

The LUPS-CESCI Research Group on Cross-Border Cooperation co-organised two conferences in 

2024. On 16 October, together with the Department of Governance and Public Policy of the 

University, we organized an international conference with title Rethinking Cross-Border Cooperation 

and Governance in the Era of Transformative Processes, where we examined the situation and 

development of cross-border cooperation in the Central European region. On 28 November, we 

organised a hybrid conference with the University of Granada on Cooperation and Conflicts in an Age 

of Uncertainty. We also continued our online series of lectures, where the researchers of the Research 

Group are introduced. In 2024, Melinda Istenes-Benczi and János Sallai presented their research 

topics. The recordings of the lectures are available on our continuously updated website and we also 

promoted them through our newsletter. 

3. Networking 

The LUPS-CESCI Research Group on Cross-Border Cooperation became a member of the 

Transfrontier Euro-Institut Network (TEIN) in 2023. The network brings together more than 20 cross-

border research and training institutions from all over Europe and it is gaining a recognition, with 

the EU institutions increasingly relying on the knowledge concentrated here. It is also due to this 

increasing attention that the TEIN has consciously and systematically started to develop the strategic 

vision of the network in recent years. 

To this end, a strategic workshop was held in Eupen, Belgium on May 3–4, 2024, at the initiative and 

with the support of Karl-Heinz Lambertz, the outgoing president of the AEBR. The LUPS-CESCI 

Research Group on Cross-Border Cooperation was represented by Zsuzsanna Fejes and Gyula Ocskay 

at the event. At the strategic workshop, which was accompanied by a seminar on resilience in border 

regions, the participants formulated proposals on the positioning, operation and organisational 

background of the network, as well as on its financing. At the end of the event, the aim was to 

organise another strategic workshop on the subject of training. The participants of the LUPS-CESCI 

Research Group on Cross-Border Cooperation undertook to submit a tender for the organisation of 

this event. Our application submitted to the Mecentúra call of the National Research, Development 

and Innovation Office was successful, thanks to which we will organise the strategic workshop in May 

2025. 

At the same Eupen meeting, we also took on the coordination of preparing a policy document on 

the significance of Interreg programmes. The short evaluation titled as Costs of non-Interreg was 

completed by November, and the network members began to promote it at that time. 

We also participated in the TEIN annual conference and general assembly organised by the University 

of Maastricht from 25 to 27 September 2024. Our Secretary General participated in a roundtable 

discussion on legal obstacles at the conference. 
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Our colleagues are actively involved in the Jean Monnet network project coordinated by the 

University of Victoria, Canada. Within this framework, we participated at the Bordes in Globalozation 

LAB international conference, held in Strasbourg from 2 to 4 June, where Melinda Istenes-Benczi and 

Teodor Gyelník presented the main findings of their study on the changes in the European Union’s 

migration discourse; on 18 September, Gyula Ocskay participated in the closing roundtable 

discussion of the project, organised by the network leader Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, as part of the first 

Polish congress of border research in Opole. 

 


