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CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

Spain/Portugal 

Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 

 

 

 

 

 

Valencia Treaty (2002) - Spanish and 
Portuguese Treaty for CBC between 
territorial instances and entities 
 

Creates the Spanish-Portuguese 
Committee on CBC (intergovernmental 
body, responsible for supervision and 
evaluation of the Treaty + prepares annual 
bilateral high level political summit) 

Defines the cooperation bodies, with 
legal personality (Associations governed 
by public law + Consortium according to 
Spanish law) and without legal 
personality (Working Communities + 
Working groups) 

2 Permanent CBC structures:  

Working Communities Galicia/Norte PT and Norte PT/Castilla and León 

Galicia 

Norte 
PT 

Castilla y 
León  

Castilla y León  
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GENERAL COORDINATOR  
IN GALICIA AND 

 IN NORTE PT 

 COUNCIL  
PRESIDENCY 

VICE-PRESIDENCY 

 
 
 

 
COMMITTEES 

 

 

ANALISYS AND STRATEGIC 
REFLECTION GROUP 

INTERREGIONAL 
OBSERVATORY 

GNP, EGTC 
COORDINATION GROUP 

[ According to the IX 

Plenary 01.2011, Porto 

and X Plenary 01.2014, 

Baiona ] 

Territorial  
Approach 

Sectorial 
Approach 

CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – POLITICAL PLANNING 

Working Community 
Galicia/Norte PT 

Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 

Sustainable  
development  
and planning 

Economic  
development  
and tourism 

Innovation and  
energy 

efficiency  

Citizenship 

Tâmega 
Territorial Cooperation 

 Community  

Lima 
Territorial Cooperation 

 Community  

Cávado 
Territorial Cooperation 

 Community  

Uniminho 

Eixo 
Atlântico 

Eurocities  
Chaves/Verín  
 Tui/Valença 
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Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 

CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – OBSERVATORY 

Working Community  
Galicia/Norte PT + Norte PT/CyL 

STATISTICAL  ATLAS 
Galicia/Norte PT:  
www.ige.eu/gnp 

 
http://www.ccdr-
n.pt/sites/default/files/ficheiros_ccdrn/cooperaca
o/anuariogalicianorte2012.pdf 

 Every year from 1995 to 2003 
 2010, 2011, 2012  
Norte PT/Castilla and Léon: 
 1998 and 1999 

http://www.ige.eu/gnp
http://www.ccdr-n.pt/sites/default/files/ficheiros_ccdrn/cooperacao/anuariogalicianorte2012.pdf
http://www.ccdr-n.pt/sites/default/files/ficheiros_ccdrn/cooperacao/anuariogalicianorte2012.pdf
http://www.ccdr-n.pt/sites/default/files/ficheiros_ccdrn/cooperacao/anuariogalicianorte2012.pdf
http://www.ccdr-n.pt/sites/default/files/ficheiros_ccdrn/cooperacao/anuariogalicianorte2012.pdf
http://www.ccdr-n.pt/sites/default/files/ficheiros_ccdrn/cooperacao/anuariogalicianorte2012.pdf
http://www.ccdr-n.pt/sites/default/files/ficheiros_ccdrn/cooperacao/anuariogalicianorte2012.pdf
http://www.ccdr-n.pt/sites/default/files/ficheiros_ccdrn/cooperacao/anuariogalicianorte2012.pdf


The CBC Observatory results from the cooperation between: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the collaboration of: 
 

(With regard to the preparation of associated metadata) 
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Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 

CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – OBSERVATORY 

Working Community 
Galicia/Norte PT 

Given the differences between the statistical systems of the respective countries, only 
the variables for which it is possible to ensure the necessary harmonization have been 
selected.  
Only the comparability of information allows the joint reading of the two regions and 
the deepening study of cross-border relations. 

http://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpgid=ine_main&xpid=INE


CBC Observatory GOALS? 
 
 PICTURE OF THE EURO REGION - privileged instrument for collection, 

systematization and analysis of pertinent information on the economic, social and 
territorial development of the Euro region; 

 
 VISIBILITY - dissemination of information and knowledge of the economic, social 

and territorial characteristics of the Euro region, the institutional and business 
environment, promoting more effective and dynamic cooperation; 

 
 IDENTIFICATION OF TRENDS - reducing the uncertainty associated with economic 

activity, enhancing in this way, the interregional flows of people, goods and 
services, capital and knowledge. 
 
Without mutual knowledge, cooperation can’t be sufficiently intense and fruitful.  
The challenge is to reduce information asymmetries on both sides of the border. 
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Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 

CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – OBSERVATORY 

Working Community 
Galicia/Norte PT 



CBC Observatory INDICATORS? 
 
1. Territory and population  
 

 Territory and demography  
 Active population, inactive, 

employed and unemployed  
 

2. Economic activities  
 

 Agriculture and fishing  
 Industry and energy  
 Construction  
 Transport and communications  
 Tourism  
 Regional accounts  
 Intra-Community trade  
 Company and societies  

 
 Financial sector  
 Prices  
 Finance of Local Administration  
 Science, technology and the 

information society  
 

3. Social Indicators  
 

 Health  
 Social security  
 Education  
 Culture  
 Environment 
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CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – OBSERVATORY 

Working Community 
Galicia/Norte PT 



The CBC Observatory is being financed by a CBC project Portugal/Spain, which supports 
the Working Community activities. 
 
Lead partner?                                          Partners for the Observatory? 
 
 
Budget for 2011-2015?  

 15.000€  Norte PT  
 77.885€ Galicia 

 
Who does what? 
 Norte PT: purchase/collect information and data + technical support 
 Galicia: edition/publication/dissemination of results  
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CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – OBSERVATORY 

Working Community 
Galicia/Norte PT 

 

OBSERVATORY 
 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING… 

JOINT INVESTMENT PLAN 



CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – STRATEGIC  PLANNING 

Working Community 
Galicia/Norte PT 

Joint Investment Plan Galicia/Norte PT 2014-2020  

What for? 

4 shared goals  Everybody wins with CBC 
 Sharing resources 
 Focusing on intelligence, work, effort and inclusion of the 

civil society 
 Mutual confidence  

1 common challenge By 2020 the Euro-region will converge in the sense of the most 
developed EU thanks to the progress in R & D and its extension 
to the productive sector. 

6 Guiding principles  Concentration 
 Realistic projects that complement regional strategies 
 Integrated programming and use of funds 
 Focus on results 
 Use of financial refundable instruments 
 Dynamic follow-up of the projects and mid-term evaluation 

JIP 14-20 = articulate GOVERNANCE - STRATEGY - FUNDING 

Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 



10 

Joint Investment Plan Galicia/Norte PT 2014-2020  

Axis Priorities 

Research and technological transfer  Consolidation and leveraging of research centers that meet 
the RIS 3 

  Transfer of results to the productive sector 

Employment  Productive investment attraction 
 Promote economic internationalization 

Environmental value and heritage  Enhance and protect natural and cultural heritage  
 Promote the polycentric urban system  
 Promote the efficiency of environmental resources 

Institutional capacitation  Promote cooperation between public administration 

CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION – STRATEGIC  PLANNING 

Working Community 
Galicia/Norte PT 

39 investment projects 

Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 
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CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION - OP 

Spain/Portugal 2007-2013 

Budget: 267 M€ (FEDER) (PT 75%) 
 

 3 calls; 

 215 approved projects;  

 40% of the approval related to: 

Competitiveness and Employment 

 30% of the approval related to: 

Environment, Heritage and risks 

prevention; 

 >1.000 entities as partner; 

 >50% of approved projects are from 

Galicia/Norte PT + Norte PT/CyL area 

 8 projects with CCDRN  

Priorities/flagship projects: 

 International Iberian  

Nanotechnology Laboratory (INL)); 

 I & D (Universities and research 

technological centres); 

 Cooperation between SME’s (clusters 

Maritime/Mobility/Textil); 

 Interregional mutual aid in emergencies 

(ARIEM 112); 

 Sustainable Viticulture in the Douro 

Duero region (Suvidur); 

 Joint promotion of natural spaces 

(Cross-border Biosphere) 

Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 

http://www.poctep.eu/


4 Priorities 
 

 Research, technological development 

and innovation 

 Competitiveness  

 Risk prevention and management of 

natural resources  

 Institutional capacity and efficient public 

administration 

Dashboard: Joint Investment Plan 

Galicia/Norte 2014-2020  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Euro-regional strategy in line with 

"Europe 2020" and “Norte 2020”; 

 Articulation between RIS 3. 

Budget (+8%) 
 

 PT:  70M€ (FEDER) 

 SP: 218M€ (FEDER) 

 JTS Badajoz/Extremadura 

 CCDR-N: Territorial Committees G+CyL 
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CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION - OP 

Spain/Portugal 2014-2020 

Cross-Border Cooperation – how is it in Norte PT? 
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