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Institutional  cooperation across  borders .
Obstacles and Opportunities

The Association of European Border Regions
(AEBR i AGEGT ARFE)




Border Regions
and
Cross-Border Regions

Border regions are usually considered peripheral, away

from decision-making centres, with less infrastructures, low
populated, rural, with less access to public services, worst

mobi |l 1ty possibilities/ condlit.]

But, if they are considered in their cross-border reality,
together with their neighbouring regions, they might
become central (within supranational integration
processes, or not).



CBC: Cross-Border

Cooperation
o CB regions are a small -scale Europe
o Many obstacles to overcome, but also many little daily stories in positive ( CBC
bel ongs to Europeodos Positive Agenga, |1 ke th
o Main challenges:
AEffectsnafi dnali zat i on o (Brexitiantis eBuropean movements );

migration phenomena _ : and then strengthened border controls

A Unemployment and lack of opportunities

A Brain -drain and demographic change

A Access to ICTs, (CB) Smart Specialization Strategies (RIS3), innovation practices, etc.
A Response to the exigence of welfare and prosperity for all territories of the EU




CBC In Europe Is a story of
Multi -Level Governance and
asymmetries

AB60 yearfoomahd GBC i n the EU; cent
Ainformal 0 a nabnormal 0 CBC

A Laboratories for European Integration

A Central Europe (Rhine basin), Northern Europe,
Mediterranean regions, Eastern Europe up to the
Caucasus, e

A Global CBC for Global Challenges : the Americas,
Africa, Near East and Asia




Long European Tradition

A 1960: 20 border regions In
Scandinavig NW Europe and the
Rhine basin

A 1980: 40 (Iberian Peninsula, the
Alps, the Pyrenees andlreland)

2000: 120 border regions in Europe

A 2016: 200 structures (regions,
euroregions, EGTCY

A 2019: more than 300

Euroregions

Working Communities

CB Initiatives Cabinets (GIT)
EGTCsi ECGs
Macroregional Strategies
Metropolitan CBC
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Phases in CBC:

A Information _: common knowledge and trust generation
across the border

A Consultation _: before starting measures with potential impact
on the other side of the border

A Harmonization _: of laws, regulations, procedures, uses,
culture (also political), etc.

A Integration . of territories (single areas)




CBC, EU and Globalisation:

Globalisation has placed everyone Iin
its place: Economy vs. Politics

Europe: long institutional, intelectual history, etc., but very few row

materi al s, e n (we arg a huge thematicpark <)

Only strengthening integration we can save the current situation

(upwards and downwards ). Territorial Cohesion
Knowledge Triangle: EDUC, RESEARCH, INNOV
Triple Helix: Academia -Private Sector- Go v 0t
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prausgeber:

Areas de CTF en América del Sur: Sesién Informativa I, Sesién
Informativa II, Sesion Informativa III, Sesion Informativa IV, Rio

v

a, intervenciones posteriores (AEXCID
Parana, intervenciones posteriores (AE ID
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EUROPEAN UNION

EUROPEAN

#& Volunteer Youth Wl <oLinariTy

A Part of the ESC

A Started March 2017
A 1-year pilot action

A Cofunded DG Regio
A Managed by AEBR

A Target:EUcitizens 1630 years old

A Hosts: Interred’rogrammesnd
Projects

A Duration: 2¢c 6 months

A All volunteers are supported (also
financially), insured and mentored



https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity_en
https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity_en

EUROPEAN UNION
SO LUTI o N s European Regional Development Fund AEBR - AGEG - ARFE

Objective:

identify and promote sustainable methods of resolving border obstacles of a legal and/ol
administrative nature along EU internal land borders

Working fieldsemployment, health, transport, muftingualismand institutional
cooperation

https://www.b -solutionsproject.com



https://www.b-solutionsproject.com/

Specific objectives: Background information

. | | A40 land borders between the 28 EU
Aspecific solutions addressing Member States and EFTA countries

concrete legal and administrative A448 regions (NUTS3 level) located
obstacles alongside at least one border;

Ainnovative proposals to inform A30% of Europeans live in these
Innovative approaches regions

Aincreased exchange of information

and mutual engagement These regions and their citizens suffer
Araised awareness of key stakeholdeffom lack of infrastructures and persist
at local/regional/national/EU level in facing challenges

> obstacles are a clear brake to the
development of the endogenous
growth potential of border regions




Timeline and results of the
project

AcCall forProposals01 Februaryg 30 April 2018
> 36applicationgreceived

A Screening of thapplicationsreceived Mayc¢
June 2018

U 31 applicationgpasseceligibility check
U 10 casesnvonthe grant

Almplementation of the actions: August 20&8
September 2019

AAnalysis and reporting of the initiative: Octok
¢ December 2019

A2nd Call on FelApr 2019: 44 proposals
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Main Tasks

of the AEBR

Lobby towards European institutions
Support to CB Structures

Information to p
Studies on CB

ayers
LEINES

Preparation, implementation and
evaluation of projects

Training in CBC (capacity building)
Design of CB Strategies




European Institutions

EU Parliament : Committee on Regional Development

EU Commission REGIO,SANT E, GROW, MOV E, NEAR

Committee of the Regions ____: annual work agreement since 2005

European Economic and Social Committee . opinion on Euregios
Councilof Europe : nCongress of Local and R
Committee of Experts on Border | ssu

3rd Draft Protocol; regional aspects (Black Sea, Mediterranean, others)
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AEBR Task Forces

External Borders (TFEB)
Cross-Border Health

Languages, Multilingualism, Minorities
Cross-Border Culture (T4CBC)

CB Labour Market
CB(l nterreg)
(Future of) Schengen
CB Data and Innovation
CB Gender issues
AEBR Global Initiative

Scientific Committee (
Project partnerships

Projectsbo

Beirat )

Manageme
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Annual Priorities

2019, Dresden (Elbe -Labe DE-CZ): CB Culture
2018 , Oulu (Bothnian Arc):  Youth, capacities and employment

2017, Badajoz -Elvas (EuroACE):. Periphery -in the centre of Cohesion

2016, G° r t -lLiberec (DE -CZ): 7t Cohesion Report

2015, Brussels (BE): Future CBC

2014, Rz e s z(PL) Innovation and SMEs

2013, Li Urban (Raralnteractionin CBC

2012, Berlin:  CB Labour Market

2011, Kursk ( Euroregion Yaroslavna , Russian Federation):
2010, Dundalk -Newry (IE -UK): Territorial Cohesion in a Post

Pan-European CBC
-Crisis Scenario

2009, Ghent (Euregio Scheldemond, Belgium): CBC after 2013
2008, Plauen (Euregio  Egrensis , Germany): CBC in Higher Education
2007, Lappeenranta (South Karelia, Finland): CBC in the Neighbourhood Policy



