
After the successful experience with the first two 
calls for proposals of b-solutions in 2018 and 2019, 
the European Commission decided to extend it until 
the  end  of 2021.

A 3rd and 4th calls were launched in 2020 and 2021 
(despite COVID-19), and first results are already 
available.

This is one of the  actions proposed in the 2017 
Communication on Border Regions
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How did they apply?
Applications were submitted online. AEBR Team and the European 
Commission implemented the eligibility check and the selection 
process according to the agreed criteria. 

GOALS

 A number of obstacles to CBC are addressed

 An increased understanding among key stakeholders

 Sustainable methods to solve these obstacles are identified
and promoted

 Public bodies are involved and committed to work jointly

 An increased exchange of information and mutual engagement
between the variety of administration levels in border areas

 These approaches are replicated, available and promoted in
other CB contexts

Who were the eligible applicants?
1. Public (or public equivalent) bodies with a national boundary 

limiting its territory

2. Cross-border entities 

Selection criteria

• Adequateness and feasibility to tackle and effectively solve the addressed obstacle 
(which should be of a legal or administrative nature); 

• The partners’ mandate to devise possible solutions;

• The replicability potential of the action in other borders;

• The contribution to cross-border interaction; 

• The general quality of the proposal;

• The expected visibility.



Open call for expressions of interest launched on 17 June 2020 (open until 30 
June 2021) to select legal experts in CB contexts. 

Some 50 experts were  selected in various EU Member States.

Selected experts were matched with the cases to support in defining the 
obstacle, identifying a possible solution, and outlining the legal framework to 
proceed. His/her analysis leads, in each advice case, to a case report 
including:

i. a clear description of the legal obstacle;

ii. a clear indication of the legal dispositions causing the obstacle;

iii. a roadmap towards a possible solution;

iv. an indication of the entities to be involved in the possible solution; and

v. an indication of the potential role of the European Cross-Border 
Mechanism (ECBM) to solve the obstacle. 

The experts did weeklong study visits at the premises of selected applicant in 
the 1st and 2nd calls, but most tasks during the 3rd and 4th call had to be made 
online.

Vol. 1  b-solutions: Solving Border 
Obstacles (background, 
methodology, thematic overview 
and conclusions, lessons learned 
and policy recommendations)

Vol. 2  Annex: summaries of the 43 
reports, corresponding to the 43 
cases selected in 2018 and 2019.

https://0a082877-6a11-41ba-9357-e44773bced60.filesusr.com/ugd/8f68c1_76c3885cc122413ba20efb9e0f4b1580.pdf
https://0a082877-6a11-41ba-9357-e44773bced60.filesusr.com/ugd/8f68c1_d965a266a3ca43279e8a40d11c3f8ee8.pdf


RESULTS

90 cases selected and analyzed* within 8 thematic areas 
(identified in the Communication): 

i. Institutional Cooperation (4 +12+8 +9) 33

ii. Employment (3 +6 +5 +8) 22

iii. Health (incl. emergency services) (1 +6 +4 +6) 17

iv. (Public) transport of passengers (1 +7 +2 +1) 11

v. Multi-lingualism (1 +1 +1 +0) 3

vi. Evidence and Data (0 +0 +2 +0) 2

vii. e-Government (0 +1 +0 +0) 1

viii. Information services (0 +0 +1 +0) 1

(*) 43 completed, 23 reporting phase finished, 24 analyses finished





AEBR identified some indicative policy recommendations

addressing policymakers involved in CBC at all levels: EU

institutions, national authorities and sub-national ones (regions,

provinces, councils, districts and municipalities):

1. Capacity building of local stakeholders in borders regions

a. Improved training provision for LRA & CBC actors

b. Support for information/coordination units at the LRA

c. Commissioning detailed comparative studies

d. Strengthening capacity within professional service firms

2. Promotion of effective multi-level engagement and responses

a. Legal mechanisms

b. Joint commissioning of CB studies & analyses

c. Enhanced forums of dialogue

3. Maximising the value of EU tools and instruments

a. The proposed ECBM

b. Interreg and other existing EU instruments

These are available for consultation at the dedicated section of the

compendium (vol. 1) on b-solutions’ website.

These lessons expect to raise awareness among CB

practitioners and inspire others to identify their own obstacles.

a) Variety of obstacles

b) Variety of causes

c) Tailored solutions

d) A long process

e) Changes in legal frameworks

f) Complementary tools

g) Political commitment

h) Multi-level engagement

i) Deep analysis

j) Information sharing

k) Capacity building

l) Interreg and EGTC potential

m) ECBM potential

https://www.b-solutionsproject.com/
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Thank you very much for your attention!
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