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 co-operation along the 
Border Corridor and 
between Northern 
Ireland and the Border 
Counties of Ireland;

 co-operation North-South 
within the island of 
Ireland; and

 co-operation East-West 
between the island of 
Ireland and Great Britain, 
Europe and 
internationally.



 Strand One: Democratic 
power-sharing 
institutions in Northern 
Ireland

 Strand Two: North-
South Ministerial 
Council

 Strand Three: British 
Irish Council, British 
Irish Intergovernmental 
Conference





 To address the need for 
cross-border cooperation 
to be independently 
valued and enacted at the 
grass-roots level, with 
communities from both 
sides of the border jointly 
setting their own 
priorities and advocating 
for their inclusion in 
regional and local 
strategies.



 Do people actually 
agree with the idea of 
cross-border 
cooperation?

 REMEMBER: We are 
dealing with a post-
conflict society!



 Women’s Groups: Equal 
representation of women 
to ensure New Common 
Chapter addresses their 
concerns and hopes. 

 Protestant/Unionist 
Community Groups: Felt 
to be less confident in 
getting involved in cross-
border cooperation in 
comparison with 
Catholic/Nationalist 
groups.



 Different experiences of 
living at the border

 Rural-urban divide

 Lack of knowledge of 
each other (North-
South and East-West)





We hereby propose a New Common Chapter for 
cooperation by grassroots community organisations 
within and between these islands which values how it 
can:

 Increase opportunities for the sharing of information, 
knowledge of policy and best-practice in the other 
jurisdictions, widen our cross-border evidence-base, 
and improve policy-making by matching it to the 
realities on the ground and identifying cross-border 
opportunities



We believe that for it to be successful cooperation within 
and between these islands must not:

 Involve policies or projects imposed on communities 
and that are irrelevant to them

 Be driven by the need to achieve large impacts in a 
way that privileges the involvement of larger 
institutions and organisations and dismisses the value 
of micro-community initiatives and their potential to 
contribute to significant positive change

 Be short-term, short-sighted or unsustainable



 a.soares@qub.ac.uk
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