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& Towards a New Common Chapter:
' . Concentration versus participation?
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The context for cross-border cooperation
.. 0N the island of Ireland




8. Curiosity and generosity... and capacity for
. Cross-border cooperation
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Origins: The “old” Common Chapter - high-
. level cooperation

Cross Border Studies

Northern Ireland Structural Funds Plan

IRELAND

National Development Plan
2000-2006




. Dimensions of the “old” Common

Al

e Chapter

Cross Border Studies

co-operation along the
Border Corridor and
between Northern
Ireland and the Border
Counties of Ireland;

co-operation North-South
within the island of
Ireland; and

co-operation East-West
between the island of
Ireland and Great Britain,
Europe and
internationally.
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THIS AGREEMENT IS ABOUT YOUR FUTURE.
PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY.

Strand One: Democratic
power-sharing
institutions in Northern
lIreland

Strand Two: North-
South Ministerial
Council

Strand Three: British
Irish Council, British
Irish Intergovernmental
Conference



ﬁ 2000-2006: An interruption

The Centre for
Cross Border Studies




) C “Towards a New Common Chapter” project

A7) e
The Centre for a I m S

Cross Border Studies

To address the need for
cross-border cooperation
to be independently
valued and enacted at the
grass-roots level, with
communities from both
sides of the border jointly
setting their own
priorities and advocating
for their inclusion in
regional and local
strategies.




@& “Towards a New Common Chapter”: The
fundamental question

Do people actually
agree with the idea of
cross-border
cooperation?

REMEMBER: We are
- dealing with a post-
. conflict society!




Women’s Groups: Equal
representation of women
to ensure New Common
Chapter addresses their
concerns and hopes.

Protestant/Unionist
Community Groups: Felt
to be less confident in
getting involved in cross-
border cooperation in
comparison with
Catholic/Nationalist
groups.



D;‘fi “Difficult” conversations?

The Centre
Cross Border Studies

for

Different experiences of
living at the border

Rural-urban divide

Lack of knowledge of
each other (North-
South and East-West)



The New Common Chapter: A shared vision
for cooperation

The Centre for
Cross Border Studies

A New Common Chapter

for cooperation within and between these islands

IMENS

Introduction
mmuwur-mmrumnmmmwmmmrm-wzmnmnmm:wmuumnm-m\xwmxmmmar Following
the 1358 I Northem Irelang gave IS Joproval to 2 section on with the Republic of Felng i Irelong' Strucaurs! Funds Ao 2000-2006. The same tee

mwuuﬂnmwmmmmmmrmmmxmmmmmmummmu&umwm ~the "Commaon Chapter” ~ set ot the two Govemments” pricrities for cooperation
2 how funds {particulrly European Union funds) would be used to support It. It was endentood that crass-bonder cooperation for the Eiand of reland had three dimensioes:
*  coopenation along the border comicor and between Norther Irekand and the border counties of belang;

*  NomhSauth cooperaion withi che iiand of reiand, asd AT
»  ExtWestcooperation batween the kland of Brtain, Eurspe and Rueal Women's
Within the 2000 2005 period for which these plans were designed devoiution In Narthern reland i W the of the Northem Irelang Assensbly In 2007 the Common Chapter was nat revived. Netwerk
What follows below, tharefore, & the result of 3 sustained process of by grassrosts fom Northers reland and the Sepebiic of beland with the nation of rass-border, North-Sosth and East Wiest

coaperation, which has led 12 3 vision of such cosperation and what tshosld ental.

A New Common Chapter WE SELIEVE THAT FOR IT TO BE SUCCESSFUL COOPERATION WITHIN AND BETWEEN THESE ISLANDS MUST NOT: CraObh
fecaling the “Cameeon Chapter” on crass-bonder, North-Scush and Eact- West cooperation that existed in kelnd’s B the anigue preserve of Ty 00E FOVErIMEnS, 3gency, FOLP 2 COMMEnity;

SO COOPRATION WEHin 3nd between these ERnds by fraswrocts community ofgankations that promates sacial Inezive polickes of projects Inpesed on commenities and that e Imelevant to them,

.

Nationa! Devalopment Pan and Northem Irekang’s Sructeral Funds Plan, We MRy paceesz A New COMMON OUPTER ©  Beusedfor pamy poliscal perpazes; Rua
.

szice 302 ety but do so: .

Cperate on the basts of refigioes or cakural bbeling, e 2mumptions abost 3 communtty or grosp, of AN
. ang g e Make these Eands what they are, while akso recogriing Imvolve tokenisre of QEaNCRate Yy dven targets, pr:
a0t charishing the relations Setwaes the commnities that I In 1 dfterers ratiens 3 regons, o Bathorttwm, shortoighted or tnsuainable, e WO,
o o the inowledge that we speat and treasune Indigencus languages whase roots cross the borders withis ang ©  Bedriven by the need to ackieve [age Inpacts n 2 way that privieges the iwalvement of larger nstitstions
Detwoen our isiands; and organsations and Skemisses the valae of micro-conmanity Intiatihves and their pocestial t contridate to
*  Recogeking thar fah tradiions ase organised and folowed by communities within and across these dands; spiant pastive ange,
*  Vaking the musical, erary and other artisic tradtions that have spread across the world and whose o Beowerly or dismizsve of ded
developmest bas Seen assisted throsgh and batween o Behndngled and /
o Aealizing that whisz we Can compete against each sthey, sport and sporting organisations aka unie s within *  Deny equalty of opportenizies ta people with @erent reiigiows belief, political cpinion, of Sterent racial —
and betweer these sands, and Froups, 3ges, marital stans, seesal orlentation, gender, with or without 3 Skabliny, with dependants or -~ . netiend collefae of
o Racognicing that curlsbinds are connactad by family Sonds that crass the bardes that separate them. vttt SR it
WE HERZZY PROPOSE A NEW COMMON CHAPTER FOR COOPERATION by grassrosts communty organisations WE SELEVETHAT ROCTS ¥ COOF VEEN THESE ISLANDS CAN """""‘(3)
Wihin 3nd betwean these itands which values how & car: USEFULLY ADORESS THE FOLLOWING SSUES: 3 -
*  Mancain famlly ties ang Sfendships that cass berdess; Capacity-buliding for leadeshipn especilly for yourg leadess; ,
s Alow for the crass borger tharing of local resoerces and services; Improeg e semanaddity of cammunty orgarkiations and intatves, E R
o Increase opportsnities for the haring of informeation, knowledge of polcy 02 best practice in the ather Exloring the potestialfor cross deeder toarty, especialy raral touram, N e
widan our Base, 3nd Inprove policy making by manching It £ the realities Exploring hisnories and herkage that creas borders within and berwesn these Elnds; UJomen s

o the groend and idenatying coss-border opportunities,
o Pramone sustainable cross border frendly relations batween communties that gve inight Inco the views of
thase from the other jerisdictions, and alow for dfficek converzations to be had,
Promone 3 chvl sockety that values diversiy and In which there s the ability to dsagree respecthly;

Improving womes's representation in deckion-mating struchares; A=A
The provision of a¥orsable, accessitle gualky dhildcare and sock care support;

The promation and spport for gesder equalty preofng and gender dudgetng

The pravisien of aorzable, accessible and regur transport senvices, especialy in nural areas and border

.

o Faclizane the exploaation of 3 commeniny’s cobure and heritage; Tegiens; WEN’STEC

*  Increase the protection and enjoymast of the emvironmaest, . F of cross Inchaging through the removal of admislstracive

¢ Enoerage and deveiop community leadershiy oxtacies betwesn the jerkdictions; R A T )

o Conoibate oo our common safety and wellbeing o improvieg the valse gven to and the qeality of vacational and son-snivenily pachs 19 careers, and women's
o Expicee acznemmic oppOTanities, o Pronaticn ane apport for el proofing ans regiorally baances budgeting 3d resaerchg. \M/\ rmanifestc
*  Discower touriem potentiols, project
o Adwcate forimproved orditation of regudations whbin and besween these Idands; and WE HEREBY COMMEND THIS NEW COMMON CHAPTER FOR COOPERATION
.

Engage with and support the most Eolated and manginalised in owr commanities. WITHIN AND BETWEEN THESE ISLANDS. A Lo




;Cﬁ Lessons from The New Common Chapter:
.. What we value

Cross Border Studies

We hereby propose a New Common Chapter for
cooperation by grassroots community organisations

within and between these islands which values how it
can:

> Increase opportunities for the sharing of information,
knowledge of policy and best-practice in the other
jurisdictions, widen our cross-border evidence-base,
and improve policy-making by matching it to the
realities on the ground and identifying cross-border
opportunities




;Ci Lessons from The New Common Chapter:
. What cooperation shouldn’t be about

Centre for

Cross Border Studies

We believe that for it to be successful cooperation within
and between these islands must not:

> Involve policies or projects imposed on communities
and that are irrelevant to them

» Be driven by the need to achieve large impacts in a
way that privileges the involvement of larger
institutions and organisations and dismisses the value
of micro-community initiatives and their potential to
contribute to significant positive change

» Be short-term, short-sighted or unsustainable




ﬁ Thank you, and happy birthday CESCI!!!
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